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Report about Warrington Workhouse conditions 
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WHAT’S IT ABOUT? 
 
 
This is a report of the Guardians of the Warrington Union from 1840.  The 
Guardians were responsible for the organisation and running of the workhouse 
and its inmates.  The report mentions the crowded state of the Warrington 
Workhouse and about the daily routine of its inmates.  Pin-making was a trade 
for which Warrington was famous.  Pins were made by hand until the 1870s and 
because pins were so tiny child labour was used, children having small & nimble 
fingers.  Children were particularly used to "head" the pin shafts. 
 
Source: Warrington Library, Museum and Archives Service, Ref: BSW 339 1840 Union (1) 
 


