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WHAT’S IT ABOUT? 
 
 
This is an Original Act of Parliament from 1889.  This was the first prevention of 
cruelty to children Act, and is sometimes called ‘The Children’s Charter’.  It made 
it a criminal offence to ill-treat or neglect a child, allowing police to arrest anyone 
suspected of ill-treating a child and to obtain a warrant to search a house if 
children were thought to be in danger.  It also placed restrictions on children 
employed in begging, singing, and performing public entertainments in the street. 
The Act was the result of lobbying by children’s organisations, and the National 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children was founded the same year 
(1889) with Queen Victoria as its patron.  
 
The Act is printed on vellum (a type of parchment, or animal skin) and is bound 
with a red ribbon.  The front cover gives the name of the Act, the date it was 
passed (26th August 1889), its original act number and the regnal year ‘52 & 53 
Victoria’, meaning the 52nd & 53rd year that Queen Victoria was on the throne.  
On the top of the first page you can read the handwritten words ‘La Reyne le 
veult’.  This is French for ‘The Queen wishes it’, and shows that Queen Victoria 
gave her Royal Assent to the Act.  The use of French for this purpose is a practice 
dating back to the Norman Conquest of 1066, when French was the language of 
the ruling class. 
 
Source: House of Lords Record Office, Ref: HL/PO/PU/1/1889/52&53V1n221 
 

 


